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PRESIDENT’S NOTES
REPLACE YOURSELF
We Alabama Campers on Mission are a unique group. We are no better than anyone else,
but we are willing to devote time and resources to volunteering for Christ. The main thing
that all of us have in common is our desire to further God’s Kingdom.
Our Alabama group focuses on construction and sewing. Other COM groups do other things.
Our national organization lists a few of the many ways to serve the Lord including church
planting, construction, disaster relief, backyard Bible clubs, fairs, campground ministries,
racetrack ministries, and others.
Another thing that we unfortunately have in common is that we are downsizing. That is
definitely not a good thing. ALCOM numbers are getting smaller. Because we ALCOMers are
mostly mature citizens heading toward the end of our capabilities and energies, we need to
constantly enroll new and younger members. Times and people are changing, and it is
becoming more difficult to entice new members, but we must make the effort to stop the
bleeding.
Where do we find new members? They are all around us. Look in your own church as well as
other churches. Ask your pastor to let you speak to organizations such as Brotherhood or
other men’s groups. Surely you can think of five minutes’ worth of good things to say about
COM. The same goes for women’s groups. After all, who has at least a major influence on
the future of the family? When you are on a project, talk to the church members. Spread the
word at civic groups such as the Lions Club, Civitan, etc. Look for likely candidates parked in
your campground. What better thing could you do after you have set up your RV and before
dinner? Approach the people shopping in the RV section at Walmart. We know that works!

Check out the folks at Camping World or RV shows. Potential members are everywhere. If
they turn you down, it is their loss, not yours.
In addition to replacing ourselves, we also need to broaden our scope. Alabama COM could
do other things besides construction and the National Peanut Festival. The project does not
need to include a dozen or so COM members. Build a handicap ramp. Fix a shut-in’s screen
door. Do something significant for your church. Park your camper at a retreat center, or take
a room in the center, stay a while, and practice your skills. Use your Christian witness in your
own special way. Let God be your guide and use your imagination. The variety of ways that
we could spread God’s Word as volunteers is limitless. We just need to make the effort.
How do we convince people to join Campers on Mission? That’s easy. Don’t be bashful. Tell
them what you do and how much you enjoy this ministry. If they see how much it means to
you, they are more likely to want to check it out for themselves. Once they have been on a
project, they will be hooked!
Walt Miller

THE VICE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Zec. 7:1 On the fourth day of Chislev, the ninth month of the fourth year that Darius was
king of Persia, the LORD again spoke to me.
Zec. 7:2 It happened after the people of Bethel had sent Sharezer with Regem-Melech and
his men to ask the priests in the LORD’s temple and the prophets to pray for them. So they
prayed, “Should we mourn and go without eating during the fifth month, as we have done
for many years?”
Zec. 7:3 (See 7:2)
Zec. 7:4 It was then that the LORD All-Powerful told me to say to everyone in the country,
including the priests: For seventy years you have gone without eating during the fifth and
seventh months of the year. But did you really do it for me?
Zec. 7:5 (See 7:4)
Zec. 7:6 And when you eat and drink isn’t it for your own enjoyment?
Zec. 7:7 My message today is the same one I commanded the earlier prophets to speak to
Jerusalem and its villages when they were prosperous, and when all of Judah, including the
Southern Desert and the hill country, was filled with people.
Zec. 7:8 So once again, I, the LORD All Powerful, tell you, “See that justice is done and be
kind and merciful to one another!
Zec. 7:9 (See 7:8)
Zec. 7:10 Don’t mistreat widows or orphans or foreigners or anyone who is poor, and stop
making plans to hurt each other.

Why do we do what we do, or better yet, why do I do what I do? We could simplify this to a
specific point, why do we serve and work? Maybe this should be our daily self-evaluation
during our quiet/prayer time. As servants of the Creator/Savior/King of kings, we should
count it all as blessings and honor to be able to serve our Brothers and Sisters in Christ. Not
out of constraint or obligation, but from an attitude of true selflessness. Not to boast or
keep account but willingly and humbly serve as unto Him. Remembering that question from
Zec. 7:4, “But did you do it for Me?” So, let us consistently be sure our service is from a pure
heart, offered unto Him out of honor and joy. We can serve because He gifted us with a
heart of service and caring. We are not repaying a debt, but we are giving back the only
thing we have to give, our love, time, talents, and abilities! When we serve from a pure
heart, I believe God smiles and calls out, “Well done thou good and faithful servant.” We’ll
work till Jesus comes!
In His love,
Roger and June Woodard

Note from June
“The Obedient Heart”
How many times have we been led by the Lord to invite people to come to church or sent
out a message advertising a special event where Christianity will be the subject of choice
only to hear, “You are wasting your time, no one will come.” And then those that you did
invite gave excuses for not coming. You can’t “make” people care enough to come. You
can’t “make” people accept Jesus as their Savior, but you can be obedient to the leadership
of the Savior to do the things He wants us to do. The results to of our willingness to be
obedient to God’s will, rests entirely in His hands. We are just His “tools” to spread His
message and we can pray that those we tell will accept the invitation that He led us to give.
Go out and be His hands!
Some Bible trivia: Jesus and Peter once paid taxes with a coin found in a fish’s mouth.
Matthew 17:24-27.
God bless and love,
June Woodard

2021 PROJECT REPORTS
VINEYARD CHRISTIAN RETREAT - April 12-23, 2021 – Ron & Earnie McMonagle, Project Leaders

We were finally able to get back to The Vineyard after a one-year absence due to COVID-19.
It was great meeting up with our ALCOM family at the Spring Rally and then having more time
with some of them at the project.
We were not sure just how much we could do at The Vineyard this year due to the money
crunch. All of the camps had a very lean year due to virus restrictions. In our case at The
Vineyard, one of the churches gave a donation and our campers chipped in and we had enough
to get some work done. Last year the Camp Director (and one of our ALCOM Board members),
Steve Tipton, had been busy over the last year trying to catch up on all of the projects that
needed to be done. We took on the project of replacing all of the deteriorated treated lumber.
Then we cranked up four pressure washers and cleaned the two-story conference center, Lake
Lodge, Cabin 1, the Chapel and The Vineyard entrance and installed a climbing wall. As soon
as we finished that, we applied over 80 gallons of sealer to all of the wood we had pressure
washed. We also repaired some electrical issues and built a new set of stairs for a mission
house. While the men were busy with these projects, the ladies had their sewing machines
humming and produced 108 walker bags, 23 dresses, 5 pairs of shorts, 1 backpack, and 2
masks. Additionally, they kept the coffee hot, the water cold, and tasty snacks ready for us
each morning and hand delivered popsicles and fudgesicles each afternoon.
We had a BYOM (bring your own meat) cookout and enjoyed an evening of fellowship. We
are hoping and praying for all of the camps this year that there will be an active attendance
and that those who come will either find Jesus Christ, rededicate to Jesus Christ, or find more
strength and faith in Jesus Christ.

UNION CAMPGROUND PROJECT – February 15-25, 2021 - Don and Barbara Lively
Union Campground is an inter-denominational Christian facility that holds camp meeting
one week out of each year around July. It has an open-air arbor with sawdust floors, a dorm
that can accommodate up to forty-eight people, and a nice dining facility. In addition, there
is Anderson Cottage, a 3-bedroom, 1 bath cottage. It was in most need of repairs. ALCOM
members converted this cottage into a two-bath cottage, with completely new plumbing,
stand up showers, lighting/fans/switches and new flooring supports.
The cottage was originally used for visiting preachers. In years past, some of the elderly
have been using it as a way to attend camp meeting for the full or partial week. In addition
to the cottage upgrade, the ladies were a tremendous help in painting/sealing a 3600 square
foot dormitory wall. The men installed baseboards and stabilized several wooden pews
under the arbor. They built 3 new doors for storage units that were onsite.
Additionally, Violet Davis and some of the others completed 43 bags for cancer patients, 8
bags for nursing home patients, and backpacks. Five of the group traveled seven miles away
to demolish and rebuild the front porch of a widow lady.
Average age of ALCOM members was 69.5. A total of 588 hours was worked. In attendance
were: Tom & Cathy Ray; Randy & Joan Clemons; Keith & Violet Davis; Todd & Dana Morton;
Donnie & Barbara Lively; Junior Stephens; Mark Williams; and UCG Trustee Eddie Gore, who
was a tremendous help.

Camp MACOBA Project, New Market,
Alabama – Junior Stephens and Greg
Merrell, Leaders
A group of enthusiastic Campers on Mission
tackled projects at Camp MACOBA, New
Market Alabama May 2-13, 2021. A group
did some preliminary sewer, water, and
gravel work on the campground. A 40’x50’
bathhouse was framed from slab. The
wiring was roughed in for electrical. Part of
the siding and doors was done. Interior
walls and partitions were built. The ladies
cleaned the pavilion and kitchen. They
raked leaves, picked up debris, trimmed
limbs, planted flowers, power washed and
stained cabin decks and rails. They cleaned and painted bathroom floors and
picked up construction debris. A total of 1,136 hours was worked on this project.
Kathy Whigham visited with the group one day.

SHOCCO PROJECT – April 12-23, 2021 – Danny & Vickie Stevens, Leaders
We had 34 members working this project. Several new couples joined us.
Welcome to Scott & Eileen Bogardus and Starley and Jan Carr, new COM
members working their first project. Jim and Jean Fisher and Klaus and Diane
Dahl were new to Shocco project. The men installed mirrors at Oak Ridge, took
out beds and assembled bunk beds and had to do some touch up sheetrock
work. They repaired the back porch at Shocco Inn and did renovation in two
conference rooms and two bathrooms in Bagley Hall first floor. At Twin Lodge,
10 rooms had twin beds removed and bunk beds assembled and installed and
some sheetrock work completed. A window was replaced at Residence #2 and a
double window was trimmed out and painted. Shelves were installed at The
Station for storage. Rails and porches at Adventure Camp were stained. The
slide tower, Lakewood, and Crestview had rails and steps sealed. Benches
around the campus were stained. The ladies helped with staining. Several ladies
made backpacks and bears for the Shocco Mission trip to Ecuador. Four ladies
did office work and several folded tee shirts. Lots of needed work was
accomplished and there were several fellowship meals. Great project! Great to
be back working at Shocco!

EDITOR’S NOTE
Although not “official Alabama COM Projects”, there were many of our members
who have served in other areas as well as on Alabama projects. Honorable
mention goes to the following:
(1) Camp Anderson, Marianna, FL – Gene and Joyce Corley, Randy and Joan
Clemons, Jim and Rhonda Barton, Dennis and Elwanda Mason, Danny and Kathy
Baker, Todd and Dana Morton, Bill and Angela Foster, Lynn and Velma Brown,
Ken and Judy Conaway, Lendon Scott, and Royce and Georgette Atkins served
there.
(2) FBC, Chipley, FL – Russell and Ellie Ray, Mike and Deborah Peoples, Ed and
Melvina Casteel served there.
(3) Billy Graham Training Center at The Cove, Asheville, NC - Marc and Joyce
Godwin have been serving there for several months.

